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WINDOW ESCAPE 
OPENED THE DOOR 
TO HORRIFIC SCENE 


Authorities release 
details of children 
held captive in Perris 


BY PALOMA ESQUIVEL 
& HAILEY BRANSON-POTTS 


When Riverside County 
sheriff’s deputies entered the 
Perris house where author- 
ities say a married couple held 
their 13 children captive, they 
found a horrific scene. 

There was a strong, foul 
smell. The house was filthy. 
Three young people were 
chained to pieces of furniture. 


Children were badly emaciat- 
ed. 

And yet, Riverside County 
Sheriff’s Capt. Greg Fellows 
said Tuesday, the children’s 
mother was surprised to see 
law enforcement officers. 

“It seemed that the 
mother was perplexed as to 
why we were at the residence,” 
Fellows said. 

Sheriff’s deputies had ne- 
ver received a call from the 
house or about suspected 
child abuse, Fellows said at a 
news conference. A county 
child protective services offi- 
cial said this was the “first 
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PENTAGON SUGGESTS 
CHANGING NUKE POLICY 


Military weighs nuclear response to cyberattack on U.S. infrastructure 


BY DAVID E. SANGER 
& WILLIAM J. BROAD 


WASHINGTON 

A newly drafted United States nu- 
clear strategy that has been sent to 
President Donald Trump for approval 
would permit the use of nuclear weap- 
ons to respond to a wide range of dev- 
astating but non-nuclear attacks on 
American infrastructure, including 
what current and former government 
officials described as the most crip- 
pling kind of cyberattacks. 

For decades, U.S. presidents have 
threatened “first use” ofnuclear weap- 
ons against enemies in only very nar- 


row and limited circumstances, such 
as in response to the use of biological 
weapons against the United States. 
But the new document is the first to 
expand that to include attempts to de- 
stroy wide-reaching infrastructure, 
like a country’s power grid or commu- 
nications, that would be most vulner- 
able to cyberweapons. 

The draft document, called the Nu- 
clear Posture Review, was written at 
the Pentagon and is being reviewed by 
the White House. Its final release is ex- 
pected in the coming weeks and repre- 
sents a new look at the United States’ 
nuclear strategy. The draft was first 
published last week by HuffPost. 


It called the strategic picture fac- 
ing the United States quite bleak, cit- 
ing not only Russian and Chinese nu- 
clear advances but advances made by 
North Korea and, potentially, Iran. 

“We must look reality in the eye and 
see the world as it is, not as we wish it 
to be,” the draft document said. The 
Trump administration’s new initia- 
tive, it continued, “realigns our nucle- 
ar policy with a realistic assessment of 
the threats we face today and the un- 
certainties regarding the future secu- 
rity environment.” 

The Pentagon declined to com- 
ment on the draft assessment be- 
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COLLISION 
FALLOUT: 
ROWDEN, 
TOP NAVY 
BOSS, OUT 


Several sailors could 
face charges over 
crashes that killed 17 


BY CARL PRINE 


Vice Adm. Tom Rowden, 
the Navy’s top surface warfare 
officer, will depart the service 
on Thursday, and a slew of fel- 
lowsailors face possible crimi- 
nal charges, the latest fallout 
in an ongoing probe into a 
rash of collisions in the West- 
em Pacific 
that killed 17 
sailors over 
the summer. 

Nick- 
named the 
“SWO boss” 
because of his 
perch atop all 
Navy surface 
warfare offi- 
cers, Rowden 
also was tasked with training 
and equipping the crews of 
most of the the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet’s warships at his Co- 
ronado-based command. 

On Sept. 14, Rowden 
asked Chief of Naval Opera- 
tions Adm. John Richardson 
to let him retire earlier than 
planned — around April in- 
stead ofin the summer. 

“Today, I have informed 
the chief of naval operations 
that this Thursday I will step 
aside earlier than previously 
planned as the commander, 
Naval Surface Forces, and 
commander, Naval Surface 
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet,” 
Rowden told The San Diego 
Union-Tribune in an emailed 
statement. 
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High surf pounds beaches 


Surfer David Dupont pulls into a barrel in La Jolla as higher-than-normal surf pounds the San Diego coast. Tuesday’s surf averaged 
from 5 to 9 feet with sets up to 12 feet in some parts of the county. The swell will ease today but a high surf advisory remains in effect. 


FORMER CIA OFFICER SUSPECTED OF BETRAYING U.S. SPIES 


Arrest caps lengthy 
probe into collapse 
of network in China 
BY ADAM GOLDMAN 


WASHINGTON 

A former CIA officer sus- 
pected by investigators of 
helping China dismantle 
United States spying opera- 


tions and identify inform- 
ants has been arrested, the 
Justice Department said 
Tuesday. The collapse of 
the spy network was one of 
the U.S. government’s worst 
intelligence failures in re- 
cent years. 

The arrest of the former 
officer, Jerry Chun Shing 
Lee, 53, capped an intense 
FBI inquiry that began 
around 2012, two years after 


the CIA began losing its in- 
formants in China. Investi- 
gators confronted an en- 
during mystery: How did 
the names of so many CIA 
sources, among the agen- 
cy’s most closely held se- 
crets, end up in Chinese 
hands? 

Some intelligence offi- 
cials believed that a mole in- 
side the CIA was exposing 
its roster of informants. 


Others thought that the 
Chinese government had 
hacked the CIA’s covert 
communications used to 
talk to foreign sources of in- 
formation. 

Still other former intelli- 
gence officials have also ar- 
gued that the spy network 
might have been crippled by 
a combination of both, as 
well as sloppy tradecraft by 
agency officers in China. 


The counterintelligence in- 
vestigation into how the 
Chinese managed to hunt 
down U.S. agents was a 
source of friction between 
the CIA and FBI. 

Lee, who left the CIA in 
2007, has been living in 
Hong Kong and working for 
a well-known auction 
house. He was appre- 
hended at Kennedy Airport 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 


Teen helps repair the world through philanthropy 


PAM 
KRAGEN 


students. 


Last June, a 
dozen San Diego 
philanthropists 
held a check-pass- 
ing ceremony to 
deliver more than 
$20,000 they’d 
raised for mental 
health charities. 

The event 
sounds routine, 
except for the fact that the philan- 
thropists were all members ofthe 
Jewish Teen Foundation, a philan- 
thropic council of local high school 


Canyon 
Crest Acade- 
my senior 
Josh Herz is 
on the lead- 
ership com- 
mittee for 
the Jewish 
Teen Foun- 
dation, a 
philanthrop- 
ic council of 
local high 
school stu- 
dents. 


NELVIN C. 


Among last year’s junior philan- 
thropists was Carmel Valley resident 
Josh Herz, 18, who was invited back 
this year to serve on the group’s lead- 
ership committee. 

Herz and other teen leaders are 
teaching this year’s newcomers how 
to choose a charitable mission, find 
appropriate charities that serve that 
mission, analyze the groups’ finances, 


do site visits and then raise the money 
they need. 

Herz said the teen foundation’s 
organizing principle is a tenet of 
Judaism known as “tikkun olam,” a 
Hebrew phrase meaning “repair the 


CEPEDA U-T 


“It’s always in the back of every- 
one’s mind,” said Herz, a senior at 
Canyon Crest Academy. “Wherever 
we're going, whatever we’re doing, it’s 
always in line with making the com- 
munity a better place.” 


SDSU’S SCIENCE CENTER 
REFLECTS RESEARCH FOCUS 


Campus pushing to 
boost funding level to 
crack top 50 schools 


BY GARY ROBBINS 


San Diego State Uni- 
versity on Tuesday opened 
a new $90 million science 
and engineering center as 
part of its push to improve 
teaching and turn the cam- 
pus into one of the nation’s 
top 50 public research 
schools. 

The center will focus on 
everything from developing 
wearable health sensors and 
artificial limbs to upgrading 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
and designing better ways to 
screen for potentially harm- 
ful microbes. 

SDSU also equipped the 
center with a 13.5-ton mag- 


(MRI) machine that will en- 
able brain researchers to 
better understand such 
things as Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease, autism and post-trau- 
matic stress disorder. 

The campus has been ris- 
ing in the rankings issued by 
U.S. News & World Report, 
although it remains far from 
the top. 

The university, founded 
as ateacher’s college in 1897, 
finished in a tie for 99th 
place in undergraduate en- 
gineering in the latest rank- 
ings. San Diego State tied 
for 140th place among na- 
tional universities — 
schools that offer under- 
graduate, master’s and doc- 
toral programs. 

The campus has moved 
up 25 spots in its national 
university ranking over the 
past five years. 

Sally Roush, San Diego 
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